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The Sustainability Trust( - a global Rotary Club project
www.TheSustainabilityTrust.org
To: Paul F. Rickenbach Jr, Mayor, Village of East Hampton

cc Larry Cantwell, Village Administrator, 86 Main Street, East Hampton, New York 11937

July 21, 2010 

Dear Mayor Rickenbach.

You may be aware that in New York City a law was enacted in 2008 stating that stores must keep their doors closed when using air-conditioning, to prevent wasting energy by cooling the street outside. During the summer this will help to avoid overloading the electricity supply system and preserve the precious energy resources of the nation. In the recent hot weather the city boroughs have been enforcing this regulation.

We have noticed in East Hampton many stores with their doors open onto the street, with cool air circulating outside the building, and have wondered if some gentle encouragement from the Village could persuade them to change this practice and reduce their energy costs in the bargain. It can be 15 degrees cooler outside the doorway of an open-door store, than it is elsewhere in the street. Much of the energy needed to supply their electricity is generated from burning coal, which is one of the main causes of global warming. They are therefore wasting scarce energy, wasting their own money and warming the planet, all at the same time.

On the afternoon of Friday July 16, there was a power brown-out in part of the village, sufficient to force several stores, including Starbucks, to close from 4pm for the rest of the day. It was one of the hottest days of the year so far, so it is quite possible that the practice of leaving front doors open led to an excessive power load, which forced the system into a brown-out.

The Sustainability Trust is concerned about the waste involved in this practice, for summer cooling and winter heating. Some stores will say they need their doors open for competitive reasons, but if they are all made to comply with a Closed Door policy, customers will understand the situation and no-one will have an advantage.

Can you please ask the Village Trustees whether they are willing to take steps to eliminate these open-door policies?

Yours sincerely,





Yours truly,
Peter Sephton,     




Bruce A Siska
Chair, The Sustainability Trust, 


U.S. Trustee of The Sustainability Trust
c/o 15 Prospect Boulevard, East Hampton NY 11937
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